
Civics Class VI 

1 | P a g e  
 

        

Class-VI     Civics 

Chapter-1    DIVERSITY IN INDIA 

 

                                                              

DIVERSITY IN INDIA 

India is a country of much diversity. We speak different languages, have 
various types of food, celebrate different festivals, and practice different 
religions. But actually, we do many things that are similar except that we 
do them in different ways. 
 

REASONS BEHIND DIVERSITY 

• A little more than two hundred years ago or long people travelled 
from one part of the world to another, they went in search of new places to 
settle in, or for people to trade with. And because it took so long to travel, 
once they got to a place, people stayed there, often for a long time. 
 
• They began to make their homes in new places, people began to 
change a little and at other times they managed to do things in the old 
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ways. So their languages, food, music, religions became a mix of the old 
and the new, and out of this intermixing of cultures, came something new 
and different. 
 
• The history of many places shows us how many different cultural 
influences have helped to shape life and culture there. Thus regions 
became very diverse because of their unique histories.  
 
• Similarly diversity also comes about when people adapt their lives to 
the geographical area in which they live. For example living near the sea is 
quite different from living in a mountainous area. People have different 
clothing and eating habits, but even the kinds of work they do are different. 
 

Economic Difference and Social Difference  
 
Inequality comes about when a person does not have the resources and 
opportunities that are available to other persons. 
 
Economic Differences between people means the difference in amount of 
money or wealth they have. People are rich if they have lots of money. 
People are poor if they have little money, which is not enough to give them 
food and a decent living. 
 
 The caste system is another example of inequality. According to this, 
society was divided into different groups depending upon the work that 
people did and they were supposed to remain in those groups.  
 

UNITY IN DIVERSITY 
 
India's diversity has always been recognized as a source of its strength. 
When British ruled India, women and men from different cultural, 
religious and regional backgrounds came together to oppose them. 
It was Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, who coined the phrase, “Unity in 
Diversity" to describe the country. India's national anthem, composed by 
Rabindranath Tagore, is another expression of the unity of India.  
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Ladakh  
 
Ladakh is a desert in the mountains in the eastern part of Jammu and 
Kashmir. Very little agriculture is possible here since this region does not 
receive any rain and is covered in snow for a large part of the year. There 
are very few trees that can grow in the region. For drinking water, people 
depend on the melting snow during the summer months.  
 
The goats in this region are special because they produce pashmina wool. 
This wool is prized and pashmina shawls cost a lot of money. The people 
in Ladakh carefully collect the wool of the goats and sell this to traders 
from Kashmir.  
 
Buddhism reached Tibet via Ladakh. Ladakh is also called Little Tibet.  
Ladakh has a very rich oral tradition of songs and poems. Local versions of 
the Tibetan national epic ‘The Kesar Saga’ are performed and sung by both 
Muslims and Buddhists  
 

 
 

Kerala 
 
Kerala is a state in the southwest corner of India. It is surrounded by the 
sea on one side and hills on the other. A number of spices like pepper, 
cloves and cardamoms are grown on the hills. It is spices that made this 
region an attractive place for traders. 
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Jewish and Arab traders were the first to come here. The Apostle of Christ, 
St. Thomas is believed to bringing Christianity to India. Many Arab traders 
also came and settled down here. Ibn Battuta, who travelled here a little 
less than seven hundred years ago, wrote a travelogue in which he 
describes the lives of Muslims and says that they were a highly respected 
community. The Portuguese discovered the sea route to India from Europe 
when Vasco da Gama landed with his ship here. 
 
Because of all these various historical influences, people in Kerala practice 
different religions such as Judaism, Islam, Christianity, Hinduism and 
Buddhism. The fertile land and climate are suited to growing rice and a 
majority of people here eat rice, fish and vegetables. 
 

 
 


